
 
 
June 1, 2021, 11:00 – 12:30 p.m. 
Program + Networking 
 
 

How Business Valuations Have 
Changed in 2021 
 
Valuations since the beginning of the pandemic 
have taken some wild twists and turns.  Now that 
the economy is slowly emerging from the 
shutdowns, our experienced panel members will 
give their thoughts on what we might be able to 
expect for company valuations in the post-Covid-19 
environment. A panel discussion.  

 
 

Mary O’Connor, ASA, CRE, CMI, CFE  
Partner, Forensic and Valuation Services, Sikich LLP  
  
Ms. O’Connor specializes in business valuation for litigation and corporate transactions with 
special focus in securities, strategic planning, and merger/acquisition.  She also possesses 
extensive experience with fairness and solvency opinions.    
 
Ms. O’Connor has provided litigation consulting and expert witness testimony to 
Federal, State, and local jurisdictions (including US Tax Court, Delaware Chancery and 
Property Tax Appeal Boards) across the United States and internationally in Russia and New 
Zealand.  She has been called as an expert in large cases such as the 9/11 subrogation.  She 
has provided business valuations for diverse assets including the Polish Stock Exchange and 
the Chicago Bears.   
 

Becoming a Partner of Sikich LLP in 2010, she was formerly employed by the international forensic accounting 
firm of RGL, Inc., Deloitte, and the national appraisal company of Marshall & Stevens, Incorporated. Ms. 
O’Connor is a Senior Member and was a Member of the Board of Governors of the American Society of 
Appraisers (ASA).   
 
 
 
 
      
Robert Jackson 
Principal, Investment Team, Shorehill Capital 
 
Experienced middle-market private equity investor actively involved in 
investment origination and approval and investment management. Serve as a 
board director supporting the strategic goals of our businesses including the 
optimization of human capital resources, the pursuit of performance 
improvement initiatives, the development of initiatives targeting organic and 
acquisition-related growth, and the management of the capital needed to 
support these business strategies. 
 
 
 



 
 
 

Brian Sullivan, CPA 
Audit Partner, Mueller CPA 
 
Brian leads our Audit Department and sits on our leadership Executive 
Committee.  In addition, he previously led our Manufacturing & Distribution 
Service Group and presently serves as lead advisor. His leadership skills 
coupled with his strong and strategic management style is highly valued in 
guiding our professional staff and specifically valued by our clients during 
advisory, audit management, and review engagements. 
 
Brian’s service focus includes audit, assurance, mergers and acquisitions; 
including due diligence engagements, quality of earnings reporting, 
Sarbanes-Oxley Compliance, internal control analysis, accounting, tax 

planning, and business management strategic planning for U.S. and international clients. He has 
extensive knowledge of International Financial Reporting Standards (IFRS), including conversions 
between IFRS and US GAAP. 
 
His experience and expertise is within the manufacturing, wholesale distribution, construction, real 
estate, technology, and service industries. His wide range of clients includes small family owned, mid-
market, and publicly held companies. 
 
 
Moderator 
 
John Weber 
Vice President, Water Street Advisors 
 
John B. Weber is Vice President of Water Street Advisors, a boutique M&A advisory 
firm providing sell side and buy side services for companies in the lower middle market 
in Northern Illinois and Wisconsin. With a focus on helping company founders 
transition to retirement through the sale of their businesses, John advises owners 
throughout the sale process.  A commercial banker before joining his partners at 
Water Street, John knows how to structure deals, analyze financials, and to put 
together bond financing and non-conventional forms of funding.  He has helped 
hundreds of clients obtain the capital funding they needed to grow and prosper.  John 
has experience in a wide array of industries, including manufacturing, wholesale, retail, 
franchising, distribution, logistics, transportation, healthcare, service, and not-for-
profit organizations.  Always willing to get involved, John is a member of the Board of 
Directors of MBBI, is the current President of XPX Chicago, and belongs to ACG, OPUS 
Connect and the Naperville Chamber of Commerce.  John is also involved in NCTV17, 
his church, and the Knights of Columbus.  He lives and works in Naperville, Illinois. 
 
 


