
 11:00 AM  Registration & Networking

 11:45 AM  Welcome – MBBI President Tom Meyer

 Noon  Buffet Lunch

MBBI.ORG

MBBI 25th Anniversary  
Annual Conference

Thursday
January 26, 2023

11:00 AM - 7:00 PM
Hyatt Lodge Oak Brook 

2815 Jorie Blvd. 
Oak Brook IL

REGISTER 
TODAY!

info@mbbi.org

Three-quarters of privately owned businesses will change hands in the next 
ten years creating an unprecedented opportunity.  How will you think innovatively, 
build relationships effectively and lay the groundwork for success? 

REGISTRATION INDIVIDUAL TABLE OF 8
Member $225.00 $1,555.00

Non-member $275.00 $1,888.00

Walk-In Rate after 1/24/23
Member $275.00

Non-member $325.00

BUILD MOMENTUM FOR THE DECADE AHEAD

THANK YOU 
TO OUR 
SPONSORS!

SAVE 

15%

ON TABLE 
OF 8

12:45 PM   Keynote: Nicholas Antoine, 
Co-Founder and Managing 
Partner at Red Arts Capital;  
Finding Success in the New 
Year with Private Equity

1:30 PM  Special Address:  
Bob Wegbreit, Executive 
Director at GF Data; 
 An accurate view of the Lower 
Middle Market transaction 
activity 2022/2023

 

 2:15 PM  Break (15 minutes)

 2:30 PM  Panel: The Human Element in Deal Making
 3:30 PM  Break (15 minutes)

 3:45 PM  Panel: Building an Effective Deal Team  
  & Strengthening Relationships
 4:45 PM  Collaboration Recognition, Deal Mart, Introduce Exhibitors

   5:15 PM –   Networking, appetizers, cocktails, & craft brewery exhibits  
    7:00 PM

Special dietary, accessibility needs for parking, or other special requests? Please 
email info@mbbi.org at least 7 days in advance. Cancellation with refund available 
through January 12 or registration may be assigned to another person. 

https://www.mbbi.org/


Nicholas Antoine 

Co-Founder, Co-CEO and Managing Partner at Red Arts Capital where he leads fundraising, research and thesis 
development. Before forming Red Arts in 2015, Nick served as Special Assistant to the Chairman and Chief 
Executive Officer of Ariel Investments, a $13 billion asset management firm. He began his career as an Equity 
Research Analyst for Princeton Global Asset Management, before moving to Chicago to join Ariel Investments as 
an Equity Research Associate. He is a Board Trustee of WTTW Communications, Inc., is a member of The Economic 
Club of Chicago and serves as a Director of the Princeton Club of Chicago. Nick also serves on the Chairmen’s 
Advisory Council for the Big Shoulders Fund, a charity that creates opportunities for inner-city children to attend 
Catholic schools. Nick holds a B.A. from Princeton University.

KEYNOTE SPEAKER

SPECIAL ADDRESS

Bob Wegbreit 
Bob is the Executive Director of GF Data. He has held a variety of senior-level positions in operating, 
sales and marketing in the printing and advertising industries. He has been a featured speaker on the 
state of the middle market at several industry events. He has held elected and appointed regional 
non-profit board positions and is currently the vice chair of the Montgomery County Redevelopment 
Authority Board. Bob has a B.S. from Boston University.

MBBI PRESIDENT

Tom Meyer
As Senior Vice President and SBA Division Manager of Centrust Bank’s SBA Small Business Lending Group, 
Tom is responsible for forming and growing SBA lending at BBG.  He personally has been lending to small 
businesses for over 23 years and has personally funded over $550,000,000 in loans to small business owners. 
Given the depth and breadth of SBA loans Tom has successfully closed, he has the skills and knowledge to 
structure a transaction that is more likely to be approved and in a shorter time frame than the traditional SBA 
guaranteed loan.

Tom holds an MBA and a Bachelor’s Degree in Business Management from Olivet Nazarene University and an 
Associate’s Degree in Aviation Flight from Southern Illinois University. For the last 15 years he has been and 
is currently an Adjunct Professor for Olivet’s School of Graduate and Continuing Studies facilitating courses 
in Marketing Management, Management and Leadership, Personal and Professional Development, Oral and 
Written Communication and Business Plans.  



Mark Allen, CPS Electric CEO

 Technology has changed exponentially throughout our 30+ years in the industry and we’ve changed with it. As things continue to evolve, one 
simple truth at the core of our business remains the same; a strong connection with our customers is just as important as the connection of our 
cabling and equipment.

Our array of services, which include: Installing Structured Cabling, Installing and Maintaining Video Surveillance, and Access Control are 
completed end-to-end by our team of certified staff. With unparalleled reliability, cutting-edge products and superior service, the CPS team 
aims to surpass our customer’s expectations and become your trusted partner in the field.

Having spent more than 22 years in the Navy working his way through the ranks to senior naval officer, Mark has taken his military knowledge 
and experience and applied it to his extensive career in the civilian sector.

Throughout his career, Mark has held a variety of positions rooted in strategy and development in the technology industry including: New 
Technology Program Manager at Sprint, Director of New Business Development at CSC and Homeland Security Products Group Director at 
Zodiac Aerospace.

Mark is an AOCS graduate and has a Post Graduate education in Aeronautical Systems from University of Tennessee Space Institute, Post 
Graduate Executive MBA study from Penn State University College of Business and an Executive Certificate in Corporate Strategy & Innovation 
from the Massachusetts Institute of Technology – Sloan School of Management. 

Eric Broughton, CEO, OK2Charge

OK2Charge, LLC, the software and technology platform for electric vehicle (EV) charging equipment and software services designed for 
residential, commercial, and vacation-rental properties, today announced Eric R. Broughton now serves as Chief Executive Officer. Eric’s 
leadership and operational track record in directly related fields are key assets for delivering “the last mile” of EV charging where people live, 
work, and travel for vacation.

With Eric’s national recognition as a PropTech pioneer, leading speaker, and advocate for the rapidly expanding vacation and residential services 
industry, he brings to OK2Charge fresh perspective and a highly visible local-to-global presence. To educate neighborhoods to nations, and 
otherwise work to stem the increasing threats of climate change, already Eric is on the frontline with OK2Charge’s clean-energy message. Far 
beyond residential, commercial, and vacation real estate, Eric speaks to financial, automotive, environmental, and other fields.

Dan Abel, Pilot Project Brewing

Over the last 12 years, Abel has lived in seven area codes, traveled as a musician, worked four different jobs and has grown his love for brewing 
from the cultural influences local food & drink have provided each place he’s called home. As a 5-year Google/YouTube Music Marketing vet 
and former Global Marketing Director of Reverb.com, overseeing an international team of 35+ with a $280M exit to Etsy, Abel’s entrepreneurial 
motivation and yearn for adventures, both personal and professional, led him to brew up his concept for Pilot Project. Abel has a long history 
of building careers for others. As the leader of YouTube’s emerging artist program, Abel helped launch the career of Dua Lipa, Chloe & Halle, 
Jacob Collier, BJ the Chicago Kid, and supported the growth of dozens of other well-known artists. At Reverb, Abel supported the livelihoods of 
musicians and mom & pop music stores by giving them a global platform to earn a living. And in two short years, he’s already doing it again for 
the brewing industry.

PANELISTS: Human Element in Deal Making

Moderator

John R. Dallas, Jr . is a serial entrepreneur since 1974. He was president of successful technology-based ventures in New York, Northern 
Virginia, and Chicago, one of which had as clients 27 of the Top 50 Fortune 500. His prior CEO post was as President of Chicago Title 
Credit Services, Inc., then the nation’s No. 1 “big data” aggregator of consumer credit information for banks. Today, he’s CEO of Enclave 
Academy, a pioneer in prioritizing ongoing psychological development of entrepreneurs and other leaders as a strategy for strengthening 
their ventures and increasing the value of their assets, and Hillview Partners, a network of independent consultants and coaches. 
Enclave Academy is MBBI’s principal partner for curriculum development and thought leadership. Since the late 1960s, he is a frequent 
speaker at schools and professional associations. At Duquesne University and Columbia University, he majored in journalism and mass 
communications.  His LinkedIn profile offers detail.

Jim Connolly, Founder & CEO of Industry leading Results (ILR), LLC. 

Human behavior science explains why employees do what they do. Jim helps companies leverage human behavior science to dramatically 
improve company performance and build  lasting competitive advantages.
Jim has worked with hundreds of companies to build record-setting and industry-leading results. Jim helps companies with challenges such as:

• performance below expectations
• overcoming employee resistance to change
•  making better hiring decisions (avoiding hiring mistakes)
• building more than their “fair” share of top performers
• building a culture that improves the company’s financial performance

Jim is working on his doctorate in organizational psychology. He is also a sought-after speaker who highlights the humorous side  
of human behavior. 



PANELISTS: Building an Effective Deal Team & Strengthening Relationships

Accounting

Tom Thomas, Partner, FGMK’s Audit and Accounting Practice

He provides a wide range of services including assurance, mergers and acquisitions transaction advisory, personal and business tax consulting, 
succession planning, strategic planning and general business advice. His clients include owner-managed, private equity owned and foreign-
owned companies operating in the United States and internationally.

Tom’s industry expertise includes multi-unit franchisees, franchisors, healthcare, skilled nursing facilities, addiction recovery clinics, technology 
development companies (start-ups and established enterprises), hospitality, manufacturing, distribution, and service businesses.

Entrepreneur

Herb Ruterschmidt, Owner of Tech Source International

Long-term, experienced sales and distribution professional who started multiple entities related to technology equipment for industrial 
applications.  His recent transaction of TRU-Vu Monitors Inc which provides industrial-grade LCD monitors and touch screens for industrial, 
military, law enforcement, medical, energy, pipeline inspection, microscopy, transportation, marine, mass transit, broadcast and A/V 
applications, marked the culmination of decades of work.

Herb will share his experiences in both the transaction and his interactions with his deal team through the entire transaction process.

Wealth Advisor

Christa Madison, Managing Director of Financial Planning and Business Development , Sebold Capital Wealth Management

Christa is the Managing Director of Financial Planning and Business Development at Sebold Capital Wealth Management in Lisle. She was 
recently named one of the top 20 Influential Women in Business by the Daily Herald. Christa has 17 years of experience in wealth management 
and financial planning in every discipline of the industry. She is a Certified Financial Planner and a Chartered Retirement Planning Counselor. 
She is a member of the DuPage Estate Planning Council and sits on the board of the Midwest Business Brokers and Intermediaries Association. 
Christa was recruited in high school to train at IMG academies for women’s soccer. She was awarded a scholarship to play in college and, 
following her playing career, developed a successful soccer referee career as one of the top female referees in Illinois. She lives in Schaumburg 
with her husband and two children.  

Attorney

Raymond J. Horn III, Partner, MPS Law, Corporate Law Mergers and Acquisitions  
Ray concentrates his practice in mergers and acquisitions, contract negotiation, drafting and review, owner strategic planning through 
buy-sell agreements, business fractures, and secured lending. Pertaining to mergers and acquisitions, Ray has worked with numerous closely-
held companies on various aspects of acquisition and sale transactions including, with respect to purchase and sale agreements, restrictive 
covenant agreements, and consulting and employment agreements. In the area of business fractures, Ray not only strives to deliver well-crafted 
documents, but also seeks to advise clients on the best course of action in the midst of challenging circumstances. 

Moderator

Jeff Cismoski, CFP®, CPWA® | Founder - Xartis Group

An engineer with a passion for personal wealth, Jeff brings a unique skillset and perspective to his business owner clients.  That perspective is 
one that evolved over 30 years of business experience and more importantly, not one that ‘grew up’ in the financial services industry. As a serial 
entrepreneur and business owner advocate, Jeff has helped clients and contemporaries launch, restructure, and exit businesses understanding 
the key elements of each to maximize success – as defined by the owner. Jeff is a Certified Financial Planner CFP®, Certified Private Wealth 
Advisor CPWA® and maintains a FINRA Series 65 license. He received his BS in Mechanical Engineering from Marquette University.

Investment Banker

Paul Ouweneel, Managing Director, Wipfli Corporate Finance Advisors LLC  | Partner in the Valuation, Forensic, Litigation and Transaction 
Services practice at Wipfli LLP.  

In his roles as a licensed investment banker with Wipfli Corporate Finance and a valuation professional at Wipfli LLP, Paul executes world-class 
sell side M&A engagements while also having performed over 1,000 business valuations covering numerous industries.



25TH ANNIVERSARY GIFT

TABLE

SPONSORS

EXHIBITORS

RECEPTION - BAR RECEPTION - FOOD

About Pilot Project

Pilot Project was created as a purpose-driven, collaborative, and artistically curious brewing and 
tasting room facility to help support talented brewers in an industry with exceptionally high 
barriers. Modeled after the music industry, Pilot serves as a launch pad for start-up breweries, 
offering assistance with fine-tuning recipes, production scaling, business development, marketing, 
distribution and more. It is Pilot Project’s mission to foster experimental and small-batch brewing, 
present an unparalleled consumer tasting experience, and be an industry-defining innovator in 
fermented malt beverages. Pilot Project operates a brewery incubator, tasting room and café in 
Chicago’s Logan Square neighborhood, and soon downtown Milwaukee. For more information, 
please visit www.pilotprojectbrewing.com or follow along on social media at @pilotprojectbrewing. 

 


